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ATEX 94/9/EC

Correspondence between zones and categories

Group I
(underground mining, 

methane and 
combustible dust)

Group II
(Surface, gas/air or mixture of dust/air, vapors)

Category M Category 1 Category 2 Category 3

1

Equipments 
ensuring a 
very high 
level of 
protection.
Guaranteed 
operations 
in case of 
possible 
errors

2

Equipments 
ensuring a 
high level of 
protection.
In case an 
explosive 
atmosphere 
occurs, 
operation 
interruption 
is possible

G
(Gases, 
Mists
vapors
Zone 0)

D
(Dust
Zone 20)

G
(Gases, 
mists 
vapors
Zone 1)

D
(Dust
Zone 21)

G
(Gases, 
mists 
vapors
Zone 2)

D
(Dust
Zone 22)

Equipments ensuring a very 
high level of protection.
Equipments ensuring a very 
high level of protection.

Explosive atmospheres
are present continuously, for 
long period or frequently.

Equipments ensuring a high 
level of protection.

Explosive atmospheres
are likely to occur.

Equipments ensuring a 
normal level of protection.

Explosive atmospheres
are unlikely to occur or, if they 
do occur, are likely to do so 
only infrequently and for a 
short period only.
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